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Saivagamas,  according to the comrnentary of Madurai
Sivaprakasar-

The necessity or a Guru cannot be disputed because
it is through Hrs instruction that the true significance of
the scriptures can be mada known/ It is God Himself who
can teach the soul about Himself.10 It is impossible for the soul
to know of God without the help of God> as it is impos-
sible for the crystal to' reflect without the sun- The ins-
truments of the souh know neither themselves nor the sou^
that directs them- In the same way, the soul does not
know either itself or P^i who guides the soul. Hence
Siva who dwells within the soul as imperceptibly as ether
in water, will not be known by the soul unless He
manifests Hirmelf-11 Further* it is only God, who can
purify the mala fettered soul as it is He that knows best
the unhappy condition of the soul, even as the inmates of
the house know best the physical ailments of the patient
in the house.12 It is also said that the complete cleansing
of the soul is not  possible without Siva appearing as a
Guru, because the removal of the snake poison is not
possible without the aid of the snake-charmer.13 Further it
is said that the attempt to attain release with the help of
anyone other than Siva is comparable to the blind submit-
ting to be led by the blind, rhe release that transcends
all fattvas can be reached only through the aid of Siva
who is pure cit.1* Thus we may now conclude that the
learning through Siva Himself is the condition, sine qua non-
for the attainment of blessedness-^

Umapati says that in order to make the best use of
the preceptor's instruction, one should attend to it with
concentration, reflect on what is taught, ascertain the truth
of it and fix that result so as to attain the state where
Siva comes to be in union with the soul.16 From the Guru's
instruction? the soul learns about its nature so that it can
aspire to realize all its inherent possibilities' We may now